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E 

CONFERENCE 

Forty-first Session 

Rome, 22-29 June 2019 

Appointment of the Director-General 

(Note by the Secretary-General of the Conference and Council) 

 

1. In accordance with Rule XXXVII.1(b) of the General Rules of the Organization, the Council 

at its 159th Session (June 2018) “set the dates of 1 December 2018 to 28 February 2019 as the period 

during which Member Nations could submit nominations for the office of Director-General” 

(CL 159/REP, paragraph 18). It was agreed by the Council at its 160th Session (December 2018) that 

nominations received by the established deadline would be circulated one week thereafter by circular 

letter and through the FAO Members Gateway (CL 160/6, paragraph 15). 

2. By the date set by the Council, the Secretary-General of the Conference and Council had 

received five nominations. The nominations and curriculum vitae of the nominees are appended as 

follows: 

Appendix A  Cameroon Médi Moungui 

Appendix B  China  Qu Dongyu  

Appendix C  France  Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle 

Appendix D Georgia  Davit Kirvalidze 

Appendix E  India  Ramesh Chand 

 

3. Each candidate will address the plenary meeting of the 161st Session of the Council  

(8-12 April 2019) and the 41st Session of the Conference (22-29 June 2019). In this regard, the 

160th Session of the Council (December 2018) agreed that up to 90 minutes should be granted to each 

candidate to address the Council and respond to the questions Members may put to him or her, taking 

into consideration the number of candidates for the office of the Director-General.  

4. The order of the speakers will be determined by drawing of lots ahead of the start of the 

Council and Conference sessions by the candidate or his or her representative. The candidates will be 

accompanied by a Protocol Officer to the plenary meeting one after the other, in the allocated 

speaking order, so that only one candidate will be present in the meeting room at any time. 

5. The 160th Session of the Council further noted that the procedures adopted by the 

139th Session of the Council (May 2010) might need to be adjusted depending on the number of 

candidates, and mandated the Independent Chairperson of Council (ICC) to convene an informal 

meeting of Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons of the seven Regional Groups, established for 



2  C 2019/7  

Council election purposes. The purpose of the meeting is to agree on procedures for the address by 

candidates to the Council, as well as the procedure to be followed at the Conference, to be circulated 

by the ICC to all Members as soon as possible thereafter. 

6. In line with arrangements followed at the 141st Session of Council, an office at FAO 

headquarters will be assigned to each candidate for the duration of the 161st Session of the Council. 

For the 41st Session of the Conference, in line with arrangements followed at the 37th Session of the 

Conference (June 2011), an office and a meeting room will be assigned to each candidate for the first 

two days of the Conference (22-23 June 2019). The Director-General Elect will continue to use the 

facilities until the end of the Conference session; and thereafter separate facilities with secretarial and 

advisory support will be made available until he or she takes office as Director-General. The offices 

and meeting rooms to be assigned to candidates will be determined by drawing of lots ahead of the 

start of the Council and Conference sessions.  

7. In order to ensure equality among all candidates, it would be preferable that all addresses at 

the Council and the Conference take place on the same day. In this regard, the addresses by 

candidates to the 161st Session of the Council will be tentatively scheduled on Thursday 11 April 

2019, and on Saturday 22 June 2019 at the 41st Session of the Conference, subject to adoption of the 

respective Provisional Timetables by the plenary meetings.  

8. Taking into consideration the recommended time limit of 90 minutes per candidate, it is 

foreseen that two candidates address the Council in the morning and three in the afternoon. All 

addresses by candidates to the Conference will be scheduled on the afternoon of Saturday 22 June 

2019. 

9. Regional Groups will agree among themselves on which questions will be asked by each of 

the Regional Groups, as well as the number of questions to be posed, on the premise that the same 

question be asked by each Regional Group to all candidates. Members representing the Regional 

Groups will speak in the alphabetical order of the English names of the Regional Groups, and the 

order of the Regional Group will move up one place for each candidate. 

10. These arrangements may be subject to further discussion at the aforementioned informal 

meeting of Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons of the seven Regional Groups to be convened by 

the ICC. 

11. Any requests by candidates for facilities for meetings to be held during FAO sessions, not 

within the period of the 161st Session of the Council or first two days of the 41st Session of the 

Conference, are subject to the established procedures for requesting bilateral meeting rooms. 

12. Upon request of a Regional Group, any candidate may participate in the meetings of that 

Regional Group, with the premise that any incremental cost, including additional interpretation 

services if required, due to the result of the participation of a candidate shall be borne by the 

candidate. 

13. In line with Rule XXXVII of the General Rules of the Organization (GROs), the following 

arrangements will be in place for voting: 

Tellers: The Chairperson of the Conference shall appoint two tellers from among the 

delegates, who are not parties directly interested in the election, to supervise the balloting 

procedure and count the ballot papers. The nominated tellers will be invited by the 

Secretariat at the start of the Conference to a briefing on duties to be carried out. 

Scrutineers: Either the candidate or a scrutineer appointed by the candidate may attend the 

count of the votes, without taking part therein. Candidates will be required to provide the 

names of scrutineers in advance of the session. 

Count of votes: The Secretariat is mandated to take such steps as may be required to ensure 

that the results of secret ballots remain undisclosed until the formal announcement of the 

outcome of the ballot. 
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Elections Officer: An Elections Officer will be appointed by the Director-General for each 

session of the Conference or Council who is responsible for ensuring adherence to the 

provisions of the Constitution and the General Rules of the Organization during the voting 

and electoral procedure.   
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Appendix A 
 

EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATION TO THE 

UNITED NATIONS ORGANISATIONS IN ROME 

Viale Regina Margherita 42 Rome 00198 

Tel. (06) 44291285 Fax: 44291323 

Email: info@cameroonernbassv.it \ il 

 ......... No.:  474   /ACI/ DC/FAO  Rome 

AMBASSADE DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU CAMEROUN 

REPRESENTATION PERMANENTE AUPRES DES 

ORGANISATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES A ROME  

Viale Regina Margherita 42 Rome 00198  

Tel. (06) 44291285 Fax : 44291323  

Website: www.cameroonembassy.it 

 

NOTE VERBALE 

THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON TO THE 

ORGANIZATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM BASED IN ROME PRESENTS ITS 

COMPLIMENTS TO THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE COUNCIL AND 

CONFERENCE OF THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED 

NATIONS AND HAS THE HONOUR TO TRANSMIT THE CORRESPONDENCE OF HIS 

EXCELLENCY MBELLA MBELLA, MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS OF CAMEROON, 

NOMINATING MR. MÉDI MOUNGUI TO  THE POST OF DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FAO FOR 

THE ELECTIONS TO BE HELD DURING THE JUNE 2019 CONFERENCE SESSION. 

THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON THANKS THE 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE COUNCIL AND THE FAO CONFERENCE 

AND TAKES THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW THE ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST 

CONSIDERATION. 

ROME, 18 DEC 2018 [Seal and signature] 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE COUNCIL AND CONFERENCE  

mailto:info@cameroonernbassv.it
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REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON 
Peace - Work - Fatherland 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS 

MINISTER'S CABINET 

Yaoundé, 3 December, 2018 

The Minister, 

Mr. Secretary-General, 

In accordance with Article VII, paragraph 1 of the FAO Constitutive Act and 

subparagraph a) of Article XXXVII, paragraph 1 of the FAO General Regulations, the FAO 

Conference shall designate the Director General of FAO for the period from 1 August 2019 

to 31 July 2023 during its Forty-first Session (22-29 June, 2019). 

Consecutive to your related mail of 25 July 2018, I have the honour, on behalf of the 

Government of the Republic of Cameroon, to present the candidature of Mr. Médi Moungui, 

a Cameroon national, for this post. 

The Curriculum Vitae of Mr. Médi Moungui is attached as an appendix. A more complete 

version will follow. 

Please accept, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurances of my highest consideration./- 

 

Attachment: Copy of CV 

Mr. Louis Gagnon, 

Secretary-General of the Council  

and the FAO Conference  

Vïale Delle Terme Di Caracalla  

Rome - Italy 

 

[Seal and signature] 

REPUBLIQUE DU CAMEROUN 
Paix - Travail - Patrie 

MINISTERE DES RELATIONS EXTERIEURES 

CABINET DU MINISTRE 

N° 00005332  DIPL/CAB 
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Appendix C 
 

The Permanent Representation of France 

to the United Nations Agencies for Food and Agriculture in Rome  

(FAO, WFP, IFAD) 

 

 

2018 N. 1775449 

 

NOTE VERBALE 

 

The Permanent Representation of France to the United Nations Agencies for Food and 

Agriculture in Rome presents its compliments to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations and has the honour of transmitting the letter of Mr Jean-Yves LE DRIAN, Minister for 

Europe and Foreign Affairs, and Mr Didier GUILLAUME, Minister of Agriculture and Food, 

informing the Secretary-General of the Conference and the Council of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations of the submission by France of the candidacy of Ms Catherine 

GESLAIN-LANÉELLE, candidate of the European Union for the post of Director-General of the 

Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations. 

 

Attached and forming an integral part of this presentation is a letter from Ms Federica 

MOGHERINI, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 

informing the Secretary-General of the Conference and the Council of the European Union's support 

for this candidacy as well as the curriculum vitae of Ms Catherine GESLAIN- LANÉELLE. 

 

The French authorities thank the Secretariat for bringing these documents to the attention of 

the Organization’s members in the form of an official document of the Council and the Conference 

during the period in which nominations for the post of Director-General are admissible. 

 

The Representative of France to the United Nations Agencies for Food and Agriculture in 

Rome takes this opportunity to renew to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations the assurances of its highest consideration./. 

 

 

[Seal] 

Rome, 17 December 2018 

 

 

 

Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations 

ROME 
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MINISTRY FOR  MINISTRY OF  

EUROPE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS  AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 

The Minister  The Minister 

 

Paris, 14 December 2018 

14.12.18 005574 CM 

 

Mr Secretary-General, 

The election of the next Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO) will take place in June 2019 at the 41st Session of the Conference, in accordance with 

the provisions of Article VII, paragraph 1, of the Constitution and Article XXXVII, paragraph 1, of 

the General Rules of the Organization. 

The choice of who will lead FAO's work is of crucial importance at a time when the Organization must 

play a decisive role in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 2, 

aimed at eradicating hunger, ensuring food security, improving nutrition and promoting sustainable 

agriculture. 

The Government of the French Republic has the honour to propose the candidature of Ms Catherine 

GESLAIN-LANÉELLE, a candidate nominated by France and the sole candidate of the European 

Union. 

Catherine GESLAIN-LANÉELLE has more than 30 years of experience in the areas of food, 

agriculture, forestry and rural development, acquired through the assumption of distinguished national 

and international-level responsibilities. She combines extensive expertise in the design and 

implementation of public policies, a demonstrated capacity for leadership in national and 

intergovernmental organizations and a proven ability for negotiation and international cooperation. 

She seeks to put these qualities at the service of an ambitious vision for FAO as a global reference 

organization, fully integrated into the United Nations development system, and which will carry out 

its mandate in an effective, inclusive and innovative manner while working for the benefit of all 

Member States and developing partnerships with all relevant actors. 

Inspired by these objectives, Catherine GESLAIN-LANÉELLE's candidacy reflects France's 

commitment to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, as well as its constant 

commitment to supporting the objectives for which the Organization was established. 

 

 

Jean-Yves LE DRIAN Didier GUILLAUME 

Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs Minister for Agriculture and Food 

[Signature] [Signature] 

 

 

Mr. Louis GAGNON 

Secretary-General of the Conference and the Council  

of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

ROME 
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